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they changed their doctrine, they often retained the
old Calvinist attitude* Whatever may be said for or
against Presbyterianism it is a fighting creed, and, in
spite of Predestination, it generally has the effect of
making its followers extremely self-reliant. A very
large proportion of the world's leaders during the last
four centuries have been brought up on the Shorter
Catechism. Mr. Chamberlain inherited to no small
extent the feeling that he was one of the elect, and it
was both his strength and his weakness. It nerved him
to fresh efforts when things seemed to be going wrong,
and it helped him to withstand the terrible domestic
blows which fate was to deal him: on the other hand it
was sometimes inclined to render him blind to the case
of his opponents. Had his religious upbringing been
different he must have been other than he was, though
it is impossible to believe that this would not have had
a deleterious effect upon his development.

His first schoolmistress, a Miss Pace, has left on
record an account of the boy and his family. "Mrs.
Chamberlain used to come and see me about her son.
She was most anxious he should do well and perform
his duties faithfully. They were a serious family, and
she did not wish Joseph to learn or read anything light
and frivolous. I remember her very well after all these
years. She had a fine face, quiet and still. I do not
remember that I ever saw his father. They were rich
City people, and they kept much in their own set;
people found their friends in those days in the circle of
their church or chapel, and the Chamberlains were
Unitarians. Joseph Chamberlain took his Bible lesson
with the rest, but he did not learn the Church
Catechism. He was a clever child, who didn't take
things easily, but went deeply into them, and was very